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In the case of the third and fourth antinomies, however, Kant
argues that the distinction between appearances and things in
themselves that is at the heart of transcendental idealism
makes it possible for both sides to be considered true, since
they concern different objects: in the empirical world of
experience, there are only ever indefinitely extending chains
of causes and effects, each moment of which is necessary
relative to its causal laws the third antithesis but
contingent because no antecedent cause is absolutely necessary
or necessary considered in itself, but outside of the
empirical world there is nothing to prevent there being an
absolutely necessary thing in itself God nor acts of absolute
spontaneity on the part of that absolutely necessary being or
even lesser beings, such as finite agents.
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